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PROCEEDINGS
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MID-WINTER MEETING
The Mid-Winter Meeting of the Indiana State Bar Asso-
ciation was held at the Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, Indiana,
January 25, 1941.
Saturday Morning Session
The first session was called to order at 10:30 a.m., Presi-
dent Roscoe C. O'Byrne presiding.
The invocation was given by the Reverend Stewart Hart-
felter of the Tabernacle Presbyterian Church.
Addresses of welcome were given by Judge Fred C.
Gause, President of the Indianapolis Bar Association and Mr.
Charles W. Holder, President of the Lawyers Association of
Indianapolis.
Mr. Andrew J. Hickey of LaPorte responded for the As-
sociation.
At this point President 'Byrne called for reports from
the Association's committees.
COMMITTEE ON INTEGRATION OF THE BAR
Henry M. Dowling, Chairman
Your Committee on Integration of the Bar, in cooperation
with a voluntary group of 100 lawyers throughout the state,
has conducted an educational campaign upon the subject of
bar consolidation during the past year. Local bar meetings
have been addressed at South Bend, Peru, Portland, Evans-
ville, Logansport, Kokomo and Anderson. Literature has been
sent for distribution in practically every county. This liter-
ature has consisted of (1) the able address by Honarable
Charles Beardsley, former president of the American Bar
Association, delivered before the Indiana State Bar Associa-
tion one year ago, on the experience of California with bar
organization; (2) a questionnaire setting forth the nature
and possibilities of the bar, if integrated; (3) a recital of
facts bearing on the subject, showing the origin and develop-
ment in integration; (4) arguments in favor of the move-
ment; (5) answers to specific arguments usually made against
it; (6) a suggested 15-minute speech for delivery before local
bar associations; (7) editorials published in the Indianapolis
"News" and "Star"; and (8) a map showing the present
progress of integration in the United States.
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Immediately after the November election, literature was
distributed among the newly elected Senators and Rep-
resentatives. At various times since, the legislators have
been furnished with brief printed statements on the separate
subjects: (1) Why lawyers should vote for bar integration;
(2) Why farmers should do so; (3) Why merchants should
support the integration bill. The legislators have also been
provided with a pamphlet containing short statements from
presidents of the Indiana State Bar Association as to why
they believe in integration of the bar, and a folder setting
out the experience of other states as given by prominent
members of bars in jurisdictions which have adopted bar con-
solidation.
Your Committee has carried on an extensive corres-
pondence with individual State Senators and Representatives,
urging them to support the bill to be introduced, and pro-
viding them with material on the subject. Personal inter-
views have been had with assemblymen, directly and through
third persons who have secured pledges of support.
The bill to be introduced within the next few days will
be the same as that proposed to the General Assembly of
1939. A prominent member of the Senate, a layman, has
agreed to introduce it in that body and an experienced mem-
ber, a lawyer, has agreed to propose it in the lower house.
In addition to the direct ppeals made to individual
lawyers and legislators, many press articles have been pub-
lished at the instance, of your committee on such subjects
as "Prestige of the Bar," by former president Louden L.
Bomberger; "Public Relations of the Bar"; "Licensing Law-
yers"; "Experience with the Integrated Bar"; "The Regi-
mentation Bogey"; "Why Don't Lawyers Clean House?" and
"How Bar Integration Helps the Public."
The press has shown a fine spirit of cooperation and has
been prompt to publish our contributions. Thanks to it, wide
publicity has been given to the movement during the past
twelve months.
Your Committee respectfully recommends:
1. That the Association request its members here pre-
sent to take steps to distribute integrated bar literature among
the lawyers of their respective communities, if such has not
already been done, and thereafter, within the next few weeks,
secure a local bar meeting to discuss the matter and, if pos-
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sible, obtain favorable action on the proposed bill. A sug-
gested form of local bar resolution will be found upon the
Secretary's table.
2. That the Association request its members here pres-
ent to individually contact their Senators and Representatives
and urge their support of the bill.
3. That the Association requests its members here pres-
ent to circulate written petitions addressed to their Senators
and Representatives, to support the integrated bar measure,
such petitions to be signed by as many lawyers of the particu-
lar community as possible, and promptly transmitted to each
of the assemblymen within the next ten days.
The report as presented was adopted.
COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP
Carl Wilde, Chairman
Inasmuch as I doubt that an itemization of new mem-
bers by districts would be of particular interest to you, I
shall report only the total results of our efforts.
Last year the field was so thoroughly cultivated by the
present president, that it is somewhat difficult to get new
members. However, we have up to date achieved fifty-one
new memberships, and I think with the completion of our
organization, we will be able to turn in somewhere between
one hundred and fifty and two hundred new memberships
during the current year.
The report was received and filed.
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL SELECTION AND TENURE
Denver C. Harlan, Chairman
The Committee has held two meetings during the year,
and throughout the year there has been inter-Committee cor-
respondence and contact with the Judicial Council.
Under the By-Laws of the Association now existing, it is
the duty of this Committee to cooperate with the Judicial
Council in such manner as the Council desires on the question
of the non-partisan election of judges. This has been ac-
complished and the Judicial Council has made its recommend-
ation on the subject.
This Committee, therefore, has no further report to
make.
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PRESIDENT O'BYINE: You have heard the report of the
Committee on Judicial Selection and Tenure.
MR. WILLIAM H. HILL OF VINCENNES: I move you, Mr.
President, that the Indiana State Bar Association at this
Mid-Winter Meeting assembled, approve in principle the bill
prepared by the Judicial Council on non-partisan election of
judges, and that the Legislative Committee of this Associa-
tion use all proper efforts in furthering that bill in the leg-
islature. I think the Committee on Judicial Selection and
Tenure made the only report they could. I did not know un-
til this morning of any such by-law as we find on our books,
and personally, I am not very much in sympathy with that
by-law. I think it is a duty of this Association to take its
position, and not a committee of the association cooperating
with another organization.
The Indianapolis Bar Association has taken a very de-
cided step. The papers of this state are sympathetic toward
the non-partisan election of judges, and I feel that it would
not be right for us not to express ourselves in this association
today on the principle.
I think the newspapers of the state have a right to take
the action of the Association and use it for whatever they
desire in furthering the proposal.
Gentlemen, I feel very keenly the efficacy of the in-
tegrated bar bill. While I was president of the Association,
I don't think anybody worked harder than I did to have that
bill enacted into law. I am still just as much interested in
having it passed, but I believe in looking at realities as a
practical matter.
I think the bill for the non-partisan selection of judges
has a better chance to pass, and I am now asking the As-
sociation to go on record either in favor of the non-partisan
selection of judges or against it.
PRESIDENT O'BYRNE: The question is upon the approval
in principle by the Association of the idea of the non-partisan
election of judges substantially as set forth in the bill pre-
pared by the Judicial Council, but not, of course, restricted
to that text or any other exact text.
PRESIDENT O'BYRNE (After putting the question and
calling for the vote): The motion is carried, and the As-
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sociation is now on record in favor of the principle of the
non-partisan election of judges bill.
PRESIDENT O'BYRNE: Before recognizing Mr. Norman
F. Arterburn of Vincennes, a member of our Board of Man-
agers, the Chair wishes to state to the Association that at
the last annual meeting of the American Bar Association in
Philadelphia last September, a Committee on National De-
fense was authorized and has since been appointed by the
American Bar Association, with one member representing
each of the federal judicial circuits of the country.
The member of that committee, representing the Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin, is Tappan
Gregory of Chicago, and Mr. Gregory has suggested that
the Indiana State Bar Association provide a state committee
on national defense as a contact unit with which the Ameri-
can Bar Association Committee can confer. A resolution
along this line was submitted to the Board of Managers of
this Association last night, and its adoption by this body
was recommended by the Board of Managers.
The Chair at this time is recognizing Mr. Arterburn for
the purpose of presenting this resolution.
Mr. ARTEREURN: Just what the purpose of the committee
on National Defense is, what its duties will be, haven't been
defined, but we all recognize that we ought to have some ma-
chinery in shape to take care of such matters.
There may be legislation and there may be certain re-
sponsibilities from a civic point of view, that we as an As-
sociation, should be ready to perform. So I at this time
offer the following resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED: That there be created a special
committee, to be known as the Committee on National De-
fense, and to continue during the pleasure of the Association.
Such Committee shall consist of one member from each
Congressional District, appointed annually by the President,
with the advice and consent of the Board of Managers, pro-
vided however, that the first such appointment shall be made
forthwith to expire at the next Annual Meeting of the As-
sociation. It shall be the duty of such Committee to co-oper-
ate with the Committee on National Defense of the American
Bar Association and Committees of similar purpose in other
Bar Associations, and to take such steps as it may deem
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proper, with the approval of the Board of Managers, in the
interest of national defense, and to do such other things as
may be authorized or directed by the Board of Managers or
by the Association.
The resolution was adopted.
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE LAW
John Rabb Emison, Chairman
At the Mid-winter meeting of the State Bar Association,
held January 13, 1940, the Association unanimously approved
the Logan-Walter Bill and requested the Senators and Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives from the State of In-
diana to support and vote for the passage of the Bill.
Although we regret that the President vetoed the meas-
ure and that the veto was sustained, we still recommend:
1. That this Association continue its adherence to the
principles of the Logan-Walter Bill;
2. That a copy of this Report be transmitted to each
of the United States Senators and Congressmen from the
State of Indiana by the -Secretary of this Association;
3. That the Senators and Members of the House of
Representatives, from the State of Indiana be requested to
continue their support of and vote for the passage of a Bill
which will carry out the broad purposes of the Logan-Walter
Bill and preserve our Constitutional Form of Government.
The report was adopted.
The morning session adjourned at 12 noon.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON
January 25, 1941
The meeting convened at two o'clock, President O'Byrne
presiding.
COMMITTEE ON LEGAL EDUCATION
Bernard C. Gavit, Chairman
It is the judgment of your committee on Legal Educa-
tion that the matters of legal education and admission to
the bar in the State of Indiana require no immediate con-
sideration.
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Your committee believes that the State Bar Association
should now devote some of its energies and a considerable
portion of its program to the matter of post-graduate educa-
tion.
It is believed that the present program of Legal Institutes
should be continued by the State Bar Association and that
the Association should encourage district and local bar as-
sociations to develop similar programs.
It is believed, however, that the Association might well
be re-organized so far as its annual meetings are concerned
into sections similar to the organization of the American
Bar Association.
The consideration of committee reports and other mat-
ters can be limited to those involving affirmative recom-
mendations so that at both the summer and mid-winter meet-
ings time would be available for Section meetings at which
pertinent problems could be discussed by and for lawyers in-
terested in particular fields.
It is therefore recommended that the president of the
Indiana State Bar Association be authorized and directed
to appoint a committee of five from the Board of Managers
to consider the organization of the Bar Association into sec-
tions similar to the American Bar Association which com-
mittee shall report to the annual meeting in 1941, and that
consideration be given to the advisability of organizing some
sections of peculiar interest to the young lawyer group.
The motion on the adoption of the committee report,
carrying the recommendation for the appointing of an in-
vestigating committee from the Board of Managers was
carried.
COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE AND LAW REFORM
Edmund L. Craig, Chairman
The work of this committee has been reduced materially
by the creation of the Judicial Council, the Committee on Ad-
ministrative Law, the Committee on Judicial Selection and
Tenure, the Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence, and the
Committee on Amendment to the Bankruptcy Act. As long
as a special committee is handling a matter we believe that
any action by this committee would only tend to scatter our
fire, and that the efforts of the Association should be cen-
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tered on the few major matters which other committees are
handling.
There have been a few suggestions that this committee
should take up more of the Uniform Laws and push their
adoption in Indiana, but unless the committee receives suf-
ficient suggestions to show that the need for such action is
actual and acute, we hesitate to act.
Some of our committee believe that if a high-grade
codifying commission-real talent-could be had and amply
paid that our whole substantive and procedural law could be
vastly simplified and bettered.
There is to be a meeting here today of the Indiana Com-
mittee on Improvement in Judicial Procedure of the Ameri-
can Bar Association of which two members of this com-
mittee are members, and work for our committee may come
out of certain of the suggested objectives of that committee.
The report was received and filed.
PRESIDENT 0'BYRNE: It is provided by one of the federal
statutes that a conference shall be held annually in each of
the federal judicial circuits, attended by the circuit and dis-
trict judges of the federal courts, with participation on the
part of members of the bar, and such a conference was held
for this federal circuit in the city of Chicago on the 13th of
December last.
In compliance and in co-operation with that program, the
President of your Association was asked to designate three
members to represent us upon the occasion of the conference.
It is a pleasure to the Chair to recognize at this time, the
spokesman for such members, Eli F. Seebirt, of South Bend,
to tell us what they did up there.
REPORT OF THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT CONFERENCE
Eli F. Seebirt
The conference was attended by all of the judges of the
circuit court, and by all the district judges of the three states,
by representatives from the State Bar Association of In-
diana, Illinois and Wisconsin, and by representatives from
the bar associations of the three largest cities, or rather, the
largest cities of each of those states.
The Indiana State Bar Association was represented by
Mr. George R. Jeffrey of Indianapolis, Mr. Hubert E. Wick-
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MID-WINTER MEETING
ens of Greensburg and myself, and the Indianapolis Bar As-
sociation by Mr. Harvey J. Elam, Mr. Albert Stump and Mr.
Harvey B. Hartsock.
The subjects discussed at this conference are the follow-
ing:
"Adverse Examinations Under Court Rules";
"The Cost of Appeal Should Be Reduced";
"The Cost of Delay in the Administration of Justice";
"Cost of Printing on Appeal";
"Desirability of Closer Requirements with Rule Requir-
ing A Short and Plain Statement of the Plantiff's Case";
"A suggestion looking to coordination of efforts of
bench and bar of the Seventh Circuit to Improve Administra-
tion of Justice";
"A Few Practical Suggestions Respecting Briefs, Records,
Etc."
Mr. Albert Stump discussed the subject of Cost of Print-
ing on Appeal, and also presented to the conference the
method of appeals and the preparation of records in the State
of Indiana, in which the only record that is presented to the
court is the shorthand transcript of the official court re-
porter, certified to by the lower court, and urged that that
would be an improvement upon the practice which is now
used in the Seventh Circuit.
Judge Evans, of the Circuit Court of Appeals, subse-
quently said that they intended to modify that rule so as to
permit you in Indiana to have the record printed by your own
printer, so that you might make arrangements for paying
for the record on time, and not be required to pay 25% extra
in order to get action started on the record.
The conference was also attended by Mr. Henry P.
Chandler. He is the director of the administration office of
the United States Courts.
Mr. Chandler made a study of every case that was at
issue, and had been pending upon the dockets of a district
court longer than six months.
The director recommended that if a case is older than
six months upon the docket of the federal court, there should
be some explanation of why the case is upon the docket and
undisposed of.
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The conference suggested to my mind two things that
we might think about in Indiana: that is that we might have
an act in Indiana making the Chief Judge of the Supreme
Court the head of a conference of judges to be held in this
state annually. We have now a voluntary meeting of the
judges of our circuit and our superior courts. But it is
rather voluntary; it has no set program, no direction, as it
would have if it were directed, for instance, by the Chief
Judge of the Supreme Court of the state.
I think that that might be an improvement, if we would
get the judges of our courts into an official meeting, and
begin to study ways and means of improving practice in the
trial courts.
Secondly, I would like to see the Indiana State Bar As-
sociation some time or other place upon its program a study
of the practice for the circuit court of appeals in the present-
ing of an appeal from our courts in the State of Indiana.
The practice there, as you well know, is this: that there
is no tribunal of record; merely the stenographer's record is
filed in the court of appeal.
There is no assignment of errors. The attorneys file
their briefs, and they set out in the points in their briefs
as to why it should be affirmed. It is sufficient to say upon
a point that there is no evidence upon this point. If the
appellee believes that there is evidence upon the point, he
prints as an appendix to his brief, his statement of what he
thinks is the evidence upon the points, upon each point.
There is no summary of evidence as we print in our
briefs. They don't have to go through the laborious job of
summarizing the evidence, and the judges on the other hand,
don't have to go through the laborious task of reading the
summary of the evidence. It is all handled by an appendix
to the briefs, by which each party, upon all the points, sets
out in his brief by question and answer form usually, the
evidence that relates to that particular point, and the re-
sult of all this is to make appeal work for the attorney a very
much shorter and very much better job, leading him directly
to the focal points of the case, and he throws aside all col-
lateral matter and it makes a much easier job for the judges
on the courts of appeal: they don't have to wade through
a long record.
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I think it is plainly the duty of the bar of this state to
begin to study, in view of the business that is mounting up
in our courts of appeal, to determine whether or not we can
make shorter records and whether or not we can't make
better briefs for these judges who have a tremendous job in
disposing of the work which we are imposing upon them.
At this point Honorable Joe Rand Beckett outlined the
work of the General Committee on the Meeting of the Ameri-
can Bar Association in Indianapolis next September.
Then Brigadier-General Lewis B. Hersey of Steuben
County, Indiana and Washington, D.C. addressed the Asso-
ciation on the subject "Pages of Interest to Lawyers from
the Book of National Defense."
COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
Oscar A. Ahigren, Chairman
Due to the illness of Mr. Oscar A. Ahlgren, of Whiting,
the report of the Committee on American Citizenship was
passed.
PRESIDENT O'BYRNE: The Chair now recognizes Gil-
bert Shake, the Chairman of the Young Lawyers Section,
who will first present the report of that section, and then
take charge of the following quarter hour.
YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION
Gilbert Shake, Chairman
The Young Lawyers' Section desires to first express its
appreciation to President O'Byrne and the Board of Man-
agers for the recognition given the Section in appointing one
of the Young Lawyers Group to each of the standing com-
mittees of the Association. At the suggestion of President
O'Byrne, the individual young lawyers appointed were select-
ed by the Young Lawyers Section, and the Section now feels
that it has active representation in all of the activities of
the Association.
The officers of the Association have further honored
the Section by allotting a fifteen-minute period in this aft-
ernoon's session for a program to be sponsored by the Sec-
tion. The program will immediately follow this report.
The practice of entertaining the newly-admitted mem-
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bers of the Bar at a luncheon meeting following their admit-
tance has been continued. Already a major portion of the
group have affiliated with the Association.
The Section has cooperated with the Committee on the
Integrated Bar, particularly in the distribution throughout
the state of educational material. This work is still contin-
uing.
A plan is now being formulated whereby the Section will
work with the General Committee in charge of Arrange-
ments for the 1941 American Bar Association Meeting in
Indianapolis, for the purpose of stimulating interest among
the young lawyers to attend this meeting.
Other activities are under consideration, and the Section
anticipates that the second half of its year's work will firmly
establish the Young Lawyers' Section as an important part
of the Association.
The report was accepted and filed.
MR. SHAKE: Judge O'Byrne called me several weeks
ago and suggested if the Young Lawyers' Section would care
to do it, he would allot a fifteen-minute program this after-
noon to be sponsored by them.
We have decided we will discuss ourselves; in other words,
the place of the young lawyers in the workings of this As-
sociation. I have read to you the report which has been
filed, of the activities for the past six months, but I think
really, in order to determine what the place of the young
lawyers should be, some consideration should be given to the
history and development of the Young Lawyers' Section in
this Association. For that purpose, I have chosen one of
the former chairmen of the Young Lawyers Committee, Mr.
Joseph Hatfield, of Evansville.
MR. HATFIELD: It was in 1932 that I attended a meet-
ing of the Indiana State Bar Association, and I was then
asked to have lunch with John Biel of Terre Haute. The
purpose of that luncheon, according to John, was that he had
been commissioned by the President of the Association to
make some investigation as to the advisability of forming a
young lawyers and/ or a student section of the Association
-that "and/or" was used advisedly.
There was no one who had a very definite idea as to
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what kind of a group should be formed, or whether any such
group should be formed. But the report to this association
recommended the creation of a permanent committee desig-
nated as the Young Lawyers Committee.
In 1933, at the summer session, the work of that com-
mittee had developed to the point that there had been some
work done in each of five law schools within the state. By
1935, the membership and the interest among the young
lawyers had increased to the point where it was necessary
to appoint subcommittees. There were enough in attend-
ance, and there was enough interest that it justified a sep-
arate luncheon during the annual convention for discussion.
Programs were presented at those luncheons, and we had
speakers to address us on subjects of interest to us, and by
1936, at the annual meeting, the report showed that there
was a membership at that time of 305 in the Young Lawyers'
group.
The turning point I believe came in 1937 at the annual
meeting. The report of that year recommended that our
group should correspond as a group to the junior bar confer-
ence, (and this is interesting) 'It seems about the time a
man has become oriented into the practice and begins to
get some ideas as to what the Young Lawyers should do, he
leaves us and comes up here." (That is into the general
association.)
"From what I observed he waits another five or six
years before he commences to formulate any more ideas of
general interest to the Association as a whole. We would
like to have those particular men with us, and it was thought,
and we so recommend, that the junior members of the As-
sociation include those members who have been in the prac-
tice up to ten years."
Now, the history of this young lawyers' group shows
that up to this time there was considerable fear that if the
young lawyers group included anyone in the practice over
the period of three years, the result would be that there
would be a distinction between the two groups.
Nevertheless following the submission of that report,
there was an amendment to the bylaws presented, which was
lost for want of a second, by the way; but it did serve its
purpose of having the question referred to the Board of Man-
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agers, and the final result was that the bylaws were amended
to create what is now the junior Bar Section of this Associa-
tion.
In 1940, we reported that "The Section is prepared and
willing to accomplish the objectives set forth in the last para-
graph of the amendment to Article 12 b, by the performance
of such other functions, duties and projects as the President
or Board of Managers of this Association shall direct."
Do we of the Young Lawyers' Group, then, justify our
existence as an integral part of this Association? The last
report that I have read from, reports that our organization
is set up and we are ready and willing to attempt any project
that is passed to us. And I am happy to say that just to-
day, at our meeting at noon, it was reported that the Su-
preme Court of the State, as I understood, had called upon
us to perform certain functions throughout the state, and
the vote was unanimously that we undertake the project
and do the work that has been asked of us.
We feel, gentlemen, that under the organization we now
have, and supported by the history of this Young Lawyers'
Section, they are not mere empty words when we say to you,
"Gentlemen, we are at your service."
MR. SHAKE: For the second half of the Young Lawyers'
program, we have asked Mr. Phil Byron to discuss The Fu-
ture of the Young Lawyers Section.
MR. BYRON: The future of the organization could, so
far as I am concerned, be covered by maling a few sugges-
tions as to what possibly might be covered by the activities
of the organization.
Fortunately for us, Judge O'Byrne places great import-
ance on the Young Lawyers Section. At the time I was
President of this Section, he asked me for certain recommen-
dations for committee appointments in connection with the
work of the Association, and I gladly gave them to him, and
he, without further ado, made those appointments.
Now, we may or may not have a future for the Young
Lawyers' Section, depending upon the attitude of the Board
of Managers or the President. The very life-blood of this
Association depends upon the activities of that section. I
am firmly convinced of that.
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I would say for the future of the Young Lawyers' Section,
there might be a two-fold program, one of which is to allot
equal representation on the Board of Managers of the Young
Lawyers' Section, which, incidentally, is a very revolutionary
suggestion so far as the activities of this Association are con-
cerned; the other, which is to have a definite line of demar-
cation between those of the Young Lawyers' Section, and the
State Bar Association without any divorcement in their ac-
tivities, and assign to them definite projects for their consid-
eration without just merely saying, for example, the Commit-
tee on the Integrated Bar, would appreciate very much our
enlightening the general public on the general movement of
the integrated bar, and perhaps in speeches, etc., but assign
to them definite projects and activities for their consideration.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE
James J. Robinson, Chairman
The Committee reported to you at the 1940 Mid-Winter
meeting and at the annual meeting at Fort Wayne in August
on two of its principal activities. These activities were, and
they have continued to be, the plan to codify the criminal
laws of Indiana and the plan to assist in strengthening the
minor courts of the state.
(1) The Committee is pleased to report progress on
the proposal to codify the criminal law and procedure of the
state. The newly inaugurated Governor of Indiana in his
first address to the members of the General Assembly on
January 14, 1941, recommended to the General Assembly
that there should be a codification of the criminal laws of
the state. The services of this Committee have been placed
at the disposal of the Governor and of the General Assembly
for any assistance which they may wish to have from the
Committee in the development of this proposal.
The work for a good code of criminal procedure for
Indiana will be aided by the federal act, signed by the Presi-
dent on June 29, 1940, to give to the Supreme Court the
power to make rules governing criminal procedure prior to
verdict in federal cases. This act, like the Civil Rules Act
of 1934, will no doubt provide a model set of procedural rules
for adoption and adoption by the state courts and legislatures.
The Federal Criminal Rules Act, therefore, marks the begin-
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ning of a new epoch in criminal law administration in both
the federal and the state jurisdictions.
Your Committee is working also on the problem of im-
proving the sentencing laws of Indiana. You are already
informed about the chaotic condition which has required the
executive correction of more than one thousand cases of er-
roneous sentencing.
Your Committee is interested also in legislation to con-
trol fifth column activities in this state. The present state
law on this subject consists principally of the criminal syn-
dicalism statute of 1919. This act is very inadequate. There
has never been a successful conviction under it, so far as
available records show. It covers only a small fraction of
the subversive activities by which free governments were
undermined and overthrown in Europe. These activities must
be met by intelligently balanced statutes which will protect
this state and its citizens against the weakening of our free
institutions. Your committee will report to you on this sub-
ject also at the annual meeting.
(2) The Committee is working also on the problem of
minor courts. As you know, other bodies and committees in
this state and elsewhere are working on this problem. There
is no danger, however, that more work will be done than is
desirable, in view of the difficulties involved.
In its work on this subject your Committee is being aided
by the new study of this problem by the National Committee
on Traffic Law Enforcement and by the Committee on Mag-
istrates and Traffic Courts of the Criminal Law Section of
the American Bar Association.
The Committee is making a study, moreover, of methods
and also of legislation, if necessary, for strengthening police
administration in this state. The present world-wide attacks
on free government are such that effective police work is
clearly seen to be an essential part of our national defense.
This Committee will continue its work toward meeting this
challenge. Members of your Committee have been consulted
with reference to legislation now in progress in the General
Assembly to make provisions for the Indiana State Police.
Your Committee will report to you on this legislation, also,
at the annual meeting.
Your Committee presents no formal recommendations or
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resolutions requiring action by the Association. On behalf
of the Committee, therefore, the chairman's motion is that
the report be accepted and filed.
The report was accepted and filed.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC RELATIONS
William C. Keane, Chairman
Your Committee on Public Relations reports that the
reason for the existence of it and similar committees is the
professional misconduct of a comparatively few lawyers,
which, to a certain degree, has reflected unfavorably on the
profession generally.
Therefore, it seems the only effective remedy is to be
found in the determination of every lawyer, brought into
reality, to conduct himself professionally so that his actions
necessarily leave only the highest respect for him and his
profession. No amount of committee work can bring about
this result as it must come from within the heart and mind
of every lawyer.
Therefore, it is the opinion of this Committee that it
can best serve the profession by impressing on every lawyer
at every opportunity that his conduct must at all times be
of the highest calibre and in so far as that standard is
reached, and then maintained, there will be no necessity for
Committees on Public Relations.
This report was accepted and filed.
Upon conclusion of the committee reports the chair called
for new business, as there was none, the meeting adjourned
at 4:30 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT
4:30

